


  

Calendars?





  

Kalenteri

● Primarily booklets published in Finnish 
America for the Finnish immigrants

● “Calendars” with useful information on days 
and seasons and sunrise, etc.

● General information and stories about 
Americana: history, government, etc.

● Biographies written and submitted by families: 
anniversaries, obituaries, community info



  

Siirtokansan kalenteri

● “Immigrant's 
calendar”

● Broadly speaking: 
somewhat general 
audience

● Often included 
Apostolic Lutherans 
(“Laestadians”)



  

Kirkollinen kalenteri

● kirkko = church
● Kirkollinen = 

ecclesiastical
● Suomi Synod 

church calendar
● 1962 > Luth. Church 

in America (LCA)
● 1988 > Ev. Luth. Ch. 

in Amer. (ELCA)



  

Kansalliskirkon kalenteri

● kansallinen = national
● Kansallis + kirkko = national church
● Finnish Evangelical Lutheran National 

Church of America
● Many came out of the Suomi Synod plus 

others non-affiliated to form this church
● 1964 > primarily Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod 



  

Raittiuskansan kalenteri

● Raittius = temperance
● Raittius + kansa = temperance people
● Temperance movement's calendar



  

Online indexes

http://www.genealogia.fi/emi/emi6e.htm > https://gene.mn/FjVeb



  

Assorted other kalenteri

● Amerikan Suomalaisten Taskukalenteri
– American Finns' Pocket calendar

● Amerikan Yhdistyneet Suomalaiset 
Sosialistiset Kustannusyhtiöt Kalenteri
– American United Finnish Socialist Publishing 

Company calendar

● Kalenteri Amerikan Suomalaiselle Työväelle
– Calendar for American Finnish Workers

● plus others more rare and obscure



  

IHRCA @ UMN



  

IHRCA @ UMN

● Finnish American Periodicals collection
● https://www.lib.umn.edu/ihrca/periodicals/finnish

● Short link > https://gene.mn/eu168
● More information on these “short links” at the 

end of the presentation



  

FAHC @ Finlandia Univ.



  

FAHC @ Finlandia Univ.



  

FAHC @ Finlandia Univ.



  

FAHC @ Finlandia Univ.

● http://www.finlandia.edu/fahc/
● Check back in the future for their great 

indexes



  

Institute of Migration



  

Institute of Migration



  

Institute of Migration



  

Institute of Migration



  

Institute of Migration





  

Dates

● I absolutely ♥ the topic of calendars and 
dates!

● My 2nd favorite genealogical topic after names 
and naming structure

● It's mathematical
● It's a bit mystical
● Let's look into a few issues



  

Standard in ProGen



  

Standard in ProGen

● European vs American styles?
● 25 February 2017 vs February 25, 2017
● Standard: 25 February 2017
● Personally: 25 Feb 2017
● Always use full 4-digit year!
● Also, Standard would say: 1 March 2017
● Personally: 01 Mar 2017



  

Standard in ProGen

● Standard: 25 February 2017
● Personally: 25 Feb 2017
● Always use full 4-digit year!
● Also, Standard would say: 1 March 2017
● Personally: 01 Mar 2017
● Whatever style you use: be consistent
● Never use cultural 3/1/17



  

Examples in records
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Examples in records



  

“Feast Dates”

● Just to mention: not particularly common in 
my personal experience/research

● Dates on the church calendar
● In some parishes and with certain priests this 

was more common
● Fixed: Christmas Day (always 25 Dec)
● Moveable: 3rd Sunday of Advent (??)
● Moveable: Easter Sunday (22 Mar – 25 Apr)



  

“Feast Dates”

● A good reference at Family Search
● https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Fixed_and_M

oveable_Feast_Days_for_Sweden
● > https://gene.mn/rCLvv



  

Swedish/Latin? months



  

Swedish/Latin? months



  

Swedish months



  

Latin months





  

Who has taken their 
Swedish/Finnish ancestry search 

back earlier than 1750??

from Barb Wilson's excellent 
presentation to FGG, Jan 2017



  

Julian to Gregorian

● Main issue: seasons and holidays (“holy 
days”) were getting out of synch with reality

● “Calendar drift”: even with leap days in Julian 
calendar, the earth's revolution around the 
sun is not exactly 365¼ days



  

Pope Gregory XIII

● 1582 declaration: remove 10 days



  

Pope Gregory XIII

● 1582 declaration: remove 10 days
● Many saw this as taking days away from their 

lives!
● And the Protestant Reformation occurred in 

Scandinavia in 1540s/1550s



  

Transition happened inconsistently

● Eventually, even Protestant nations decided 
to make the change for consistency

● Denmark incl. Norway and Iceland: 1700
● England and therefore American colonies: 

1752
–George Washington's birth “old style” 
O.S. and “new style” N.S. dates



  

Swedish calendar chaos

● Swedish and Finnish calendar fiasco
● Swedish decision 1699:

– Remove leap day from each leap year for 
40 years from 1700 through 1740: total 11 
days

● The Great Northern War

    1700-1721



  

Swedish calendar chaos

● Julian calendar until 28 Feb 1700
● Removed leap day (29 Feb didn't exist)



  

Swedish calendar chaos

● Julian calendar until 28 Feb 1700
● Removed leap day (29 Feb didn't exist)
● Next day in special Swedish calendar: 01 Mar 

1700
● Now out of synch with everyone everywhere 

on the planet for the next 40 years
● Or so they thought….



  

Swedish calendar chaos

● Due to the Great Northern War that began in 
1700:
– The Swedish government and the institute 

entrusted with calendar regulation 
FORGOT TO REMOVE leap days in 1704 
AND 1708!



  

Swedish calendar chaos
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Swedish calendar chaos

● Due to the Great Northern War that began in 
1700:
– The Swedish government and the institute 

entrusted with calendar regulation 
FORGOT TO REMOVE leap days in 1704 
AND 1708!

● Now it was a complete mess….
● To “fix” it, Sweden decided to revert back to 

the Julian calendar and forget the transition 
for the time being….



  

30 Feb 1712



  

30 Feb 1712

Snöö
Snöö



  

30 Feb 1712



  

Swedish calendar chaos

● 3 children born and baptized on 30 Feb 
1712 in the Finnish HisKi index records who 
NEVER had a birthday after their birth day



  

Swedish calendar summary

● Julian until 28 Feb 1700
● Swedish special calendar from 01 Mar 1700 

until 30 Feb 1712
● Julian again 01 Mar 1712 until 17 Feb 1753
● Finally Gregorian on next day 01 Mar 1753



  

My 4x great-grandparents



  

My 4x great-grandparents

24 Jan  Dr. Per Perßon i Pello med Pigan 
Clara Michels dr ibidem

● 4x = My great-grandfather Abram's great-
grandparents



  

gene.mn

gene.mn/eu168

gene.mn/◊◊◊◊◊

gene.mn is a short link service called Martin 
provided by Finnesota LLC



  

genealogy.mn

This presentation is available at genealogy.mn/archive



  

Kiitos kaikille!
Thanks to all!

Thanks to FGG, Abram Isola, and
Kathy Adamson for your support!

Please contact me anytime
 greg@isola.mn 

Cell/txt 651.675.7557


